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No. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 


bject observed from C-47 that was tracking a 

opher Pelloon, First appeared to be star-like, 
he object held a const:nt position next to th 
Loon where it seemed to take shape and incre: 
n size until it was 1/4 tol/2 the size of the 

alloon, Then it detached and traveled in level 
ight at high speed, emitting orange sparks. 

he C-4'7 was at 11,000! and the balloon at 70- 
00,000', Shape was circular, Color. Milky white! 
Speed. Hover to high. 


_ COR aso coo ooo 


one 


Ti. COMMENTS 


White object observed in conjunction wit 
balloon, Balloon scheduled for 4 hr fli, 
Descended shortly after observation of 

e object. Most probable cause was gas 
leaking from balloon, Flash attribute 
to disappearance and/or explosion of 
leaking gas. Color attributed to 
altitude and temperature of escaping 
Gase 
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man ASB, New ico, we took off ut je 
balloon Launching site at 10,000 ft MSL where wa 
balloon. 


The balloon was sot tor 
of about four hours. 
southeast course and at a 
a ting etar-like object apoesred next 
Captain 


tion ver 


nalntuin 2 100,000 f 


to the balloon. 
adlay of Photo Lab and Ir. NeAlcess of 
notified. 


The objact held a constant position next to the balloon and ap enred 


to be incressing in sizo, 
Yecawe mora visible. After leav 
from the astratome, the object 
westward direction, At this thre the obj act y 
half the size of the balloon. The ob jeat now ap: 
leval flight et a very high speed. APtor bout ona 
serias of trillient flashes of light at onr-seeo 
from sight. 


At this tire its roun? sha 


Holloran Tower wees cilled to verify if any other aire 


ry 1751 while psrticipabiag: in Proje ct Goph 


s bate 


altitude for a p 
After tracking the those: ‘tos atout one hoar on « 
a point about 50 miles southzast of 


General 


xit and obs 
oF arati ng from the 
was atout one 
“ad to ke traveling 


nd intervals 


to the 


Holloman AYB, 
At this ti 
Mills Gor 
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e and clear ontlina 
z the object 
alloon in a 
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tute it emitted a 


anil disayneared 


raft were in the 


area and when informed of the object, there was no reply. 


The incident was reported to the project chief at 
on his suggestion, Vajor Kodis of Mlectronics Sub-Divi 


contacted. 
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susect Sighting of an Unknown Object 


ro ATIAA-2C 
ATTN: Lt Ruppert 


comment no. 1 
Capt. Sp radley/mah 
27159/Bldg 17 


l. The following information is submitted per request from Lt Ruppert, 


On 22 January 1951 the undersigned, r, and Mr<@g@uaep.. 
project engineer for General Mills Corp. were tracking a balloon on Project Gopher. 
We had taken off from Holloman A, F,B,, New Mexico in a C-47 type aircraft at 
0900 EST. We pick up our balloon shortly thereafter and were tracking it in an 
easterly direction. About half way between Holloman and Salt Flat Texas, we noticed 
an object near our balloon, The balloon was at 70 thousand plus feet and we were 

. flying at approximately ll thousand feet. 


The object was above and to the side of our balloon, How far above and tau: 
the side cannot be said because there was no reference. The object was avout’ of ‘the 
size of the balloon, It was flat and round. The balloon was pear shaved, he object 


was a milky color, 


As long as I saw the object, which was approximately 3 minutes, it main- 
tained its position in relation to the balloon, We flew under the balloon and lost 
sight of it. PS Mr, Mie ent back to the astro-dome position 
and watched it from there. They said that the object descended to the balloon and 
then after several bright flashes disappeared to the west, 


A short time thereafter our balloon started to descend and landed near Salt 
Flat Texas, 


After landing at Holloman, we made a verbal report to the officials there, 
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ERNEST W, SPRADLEY 
Captain, USAF 
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on Datly News 
© Feb 5] 


Saucer VisitingB alloon? | 


2 Field Pilots Not Sure 


Airmen Sight Object While On Mission 
In New Mexico; AMC Officials Silent 


Two Wright Field officers added another chapter to the 
“@lying Saucer story” Jast night, 

Capt. J.B, Cocker, of the All-Weather Flying Division, and 
% W. Spradtey, of the Aerial Photographie Inboratory, 
they “saw a strange object" in the sky while on a teat 
talosion recently, 

They enid they were flying in a C-47 at about 12,000 frat 
near Alamogordo, N. M, Their Plane had taken off from Holto- 
man Air Force base to track a large balloon sent up to take 
weather observations. The balloon was similar to the type used 
in “Project Skyhook" disclosed this week by the Navy. 

Coptain vigtenee Toageresgaaleteny SG SOR at 
vee were following the ba wi 
Whoa E noticed a strange object in |twinkl sah i appesred a 
the sky. It was flat and looked in Cocker seported that he: 
ke a dime, |e was .a milky color. watched the object shout Ht wee! 
Tt wasn’t doing anything, just hov-| tree. - 
Tiga Oe em nea rcned Say Meailadee 
Lichee Atte 
" 7 were] “Tt appeared to hover next to 
Ph hea ha red than|the balloon for a'whie ant thee 
the Coif, they said, It was est-|it ns sci tey Bae oe ee 
* acceler’ in sy he us! ore 
Se aialn te i dren eee three brite 
Contain: Cocker also saw the jd pam Like photo flashes, 
a Hie ot up Srom bis: sent An airman and a civilian also 
at looked at it {rom the plane's were in the plane and saw ine 
bars SW something I never saw jobsect, It was cepocted, 
Seder” he cen Wright Field ofticiais said they 
“Lt was perfectly round. But I/had no official comment to make. 
don’t Inow what it was, Ina way|The flyers, however, reported their 
it looked like a star without any!observations to field authorities, 


Dayton Daily News 
“1s Fob’ 51 


A. F. Officers 
Report Seeing 
Flying Saucer 


Two Wright-Patterson Alr 
Force base officers 
reported they recently 
strange object" in the sky over 
Alamagordo, No M. { 

Capt. J. FE. Cocker of the Alle 
Weather F 
Capt. E. W. Spradiey of the ‘ 
Acrial Photographie laboratory 
said they spotted the object 
while tracking a large weather 
balloon,” 

‘The balloon was similar to the 
lype used in “Project Skyhook," 
which the Navy disclosed thie 
werk. } 

Capt. Spradley deseribai the 
experience: 

‘@ were following the bilioon 
when I noticed a strange cb,ect | 
in the sky. It was [lat and 
looked like a dime. it was a 
milky color. It wasn't doing any- 
thing, just hovering near the 
balloon in January. | 

Capt. Cocker ‘said: “T saw | 
something I never saw before. 
It was perfectly round. But T 
don't know what it was. In a 
way it Inoked like a star without 
any twinkle, nithough it appeared 
a perfectly clear siiver enior.” | 

‘The flyers estimated the ob 
ect and balloon were “some 
Where around ),000 oF 50,000 
feet.” ' | 

“it appeared ‘9 hover next to 
the Walloon aod then it sep 
| arsted," Capt. Cocker — said, 

“Just before it disappeared, £ 
| saw three brilliant (ashes, ike 

photo Mashes,”* | 
{ Alr Materiel Command oftie 
| clais said ‘Thursday they had re 

vel po official reports from 
Loe two oittcers and “do not tale 
if (90 semensly.”* 

“44 om most such cases, the 
observers overe ten far basag Ao 
ielenrity what they caw, 

MOEN CAR the vere TM see 
at a distance of more than 10 
miles" «a spokesman said, 
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Possible origin of flares your 271937Z unkn. There 
sre no surface vessels know to be in Norton Sound at present, 
Aircraft from this Comd have not been in that area recently, 


CUMIN: 269 : “ 


UNCLASSIFIED 


eae is ?) 


NEE TA anti 


COPY NO, 


TPP-USANAL AD 32 


THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN, 


( 
c ¢ 
. (| aLASKAN GOMMAND | 
y  SOINT GOMMUNIGATION GENTER 


INCOMING aeiaentiad MESSAGE 


PARAPHRASE NOT Ty HANOLE 1 AS CONFIDENTIAL CORRESPOND: 
\ ENCE PER PARAS SIIAND 603 (4) AR 380-5 , 


ee 


nee . nee neni 7 A 
PRIORITY Ue : 
7 SSIFIED 
FROM: ca soos? cow wa «= TINCLA EL 290 


ACTION TO: CG AAC 


, 


DTG: = JAN 51 


‘ 


LFWOP3-0673C, attn Dir of Intel. 
Refurmsg AAOID 0540, info as desired fola: 
Observations were made by 5 people, 1 white and 
4 natives between hrs of 1700 AST on dates as fole. 
Miesionary Swedish Covenant Church 
SEES, 


approx 1740, 23 Jan. 
(natives), 26 Jan between hrs 1 ager Jack 
tive), 22 Jan and 25 Jan 17 d_ 1800. 
nitive), 24 Jan 
confirmed flare was 15 to 20m “epprox 230 degrees fron 
Unalakleet just above horizon, Orange in color and would 
disappear after 10 minutes duration and would not re-appear, 

Intel estimate: 2 OSI agents this hqs made interrogation of 

above indivisuals, It is the opinion of both agents that info 

not too reliable, Mr. Hamilton of Alaskan Native Service 
instigated wire and rounded up individuals concerned yet, had at no 
time made any observations, CAA pers could not confirm having 
seen any such flares. lir, en] had more personal problems 
(political) to disevss with some government agency, no concern 

to military, which was his main concern in this incident. Agents 
flew 30 miles SSW of Unalakleet, sighted nothing unusual. People 
queried were asked to rpt recccurence of sightings to this hqs. 
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FROM: CG Ase 
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ITGs a Jan 4 


ASOIL 0541 fol unclassified report disratched from 
Marke AFB 270727Z. Tred Katchater National Guire at Unalelleet 
parted 3 rechin ebservec larce flare on open water 
matnetic from Unalexleet. }lare alco observed ? cay 
This Ho attempting te obtain further details, ee ar y irto 
available concerning possible crizin of flares, 
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